The 2001 SOER takes stock of the current state of the environment in Lebanon and how it is affected by various human activities in different sectors. The SOER shows the intricate cause-effect linkages between what we do and the environment in which we live. If we live, work and play with total disregard for the environmental impacts of our actions, then our environment and quality of life are bound to suffer dire consequences. If, on the contrary, we craft our actions carefully, taking into consideration environmental concerns, then we can expect to enjoy a healthier and better-quality life in a cleaner and safer environment. And so will our children and their children! Clearly, Lebanon has made noteworthy strides toward environmental protection over the past years. Since 1992, seven areas area have been declared protected by law, plus 10 forests and several river basins and high mountains. Solid waste collection and disposal services have improved in several parts of the country. Standards for industrial stack emissions and wastewater discharges were established with due recognition . Following sustained media attention and awareness campaigns, the general public is more and more aware of environmental concerns and demands that we do more to protect our environment.
At the same time, Lebanon continues to face serious and in some cases urgent environmental challenges. We must promulgate and implement the Environmental Framework Law, the Decree on Environmental Impact Assessment, and the Framework Law on Protected Areas. We must work diligently to implement Law 341 (2001) to reduce air pollution from the transport sector, especially in our urban environment. We need to promote balanced development and not gradually become congested due to strip development and that our beaches remain clean and accessible to the general public. We also need to encourage environmental behavior such as pollution prevention, waste reduction, recycling and treatment, discourage harmful activities by making polluters pay for degrading the environment, and help industry to comply with the new emissions standards. Where possible, municipalities and municipal federations must be empowered to play a driving role in local development and to develop or promote financially and environmentally sustainable solutions to their solid and liquid waste management problems. 
